Why Save Wetlands?

Philip Jennings



e Wetlands were once abundant in WA

* |[n 1829 nearly 50% of the Swan Coastal Plain
was covered by wetlands
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 The early European settlers did not appreciate
the wetlands

* They set about clearing, draining and filling




Lake Monger in 1914




* The first significant public protest against
wetland destruction occurred in 1964

e Although it failed, it became a symbol of



Bessie Rischbieth at Mounts Bay
21 April 1964




* Other protests followed as wetland
destruction continued




Farrington Road Blockade
September 1984




Destruction of Watts Road Lake
September 1985




Roe Highway Protest January 2017




Why are so many people concerned
about wetlands?




Values of Wetlands

* Environmental: biodiversity, habitat, wildlife
migration, carbon sinks

e Social: recreation, research, education




Sunrise at North Lake




School Group at Bibra Lake




The State of Our Wetlands

 Wetland vegetation on the Swan Coastal Plain is still
being lost or degraded at a rate equivalent to two
football ovals (4ha) per day

* About 6% of wetlands of high conservation value on
the Swan Coastal Plain were lost or degraded between




Threats to Wetlands

Climate Change — acidification, weed invasion
Urban Development — loss of buffers
Land Clearing — salinity, drainage




The process of conservation




What Have We Achieved?

Ramsar, JAMBA, CAMBA and ROKAMBA

Swan Coastal Plain Lakes EPP (1992) (repealed 2015)
Ban on recreational duck shooting (1992)

Regional Parks system (1997)
Ramsar listings : 9 (1990) + 3 (2000)




Unfinished Business

More Ramsar Nominations — at least 40 more

Expansion of the Regional Parks System to Peel, Vasse-
Wonnerup, Lower Serpentine, Gnangara and South
Bunbury (perhaps via the GGP)

Wetland Buffer Guidelines (draft 2006)
Wetland Banking for offsets (proposed 2001)







